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ORDINANCE NO._____________

An ordinance amending CHAPTER 42, “SOLICITORS,” of the Dallas City Code, as amended;

defining terms: establishing requirements, procedures, fees, qualifications, and defenses for the

registration of home solicitors; regulating the time and manner in which home solicitations may

be conducted on residential premises; providing recordkeeping requirements for home solicitors;

providing for signs to prohibit home solicitors on residential premises; deleting certain consumer

solicitation provisions now regulated by state law; making certain semantic, grammatical, and

structural changes; providing a penalty not to exceed $500; providing a saving clause; providing

a severability clause; and providing an effective date.

WHEREAS. the city has received numerous and continuous complaints from citilenc

about persons going onto residential premises (including premises that contain conspicuous signs

prohibiting solicitations) to solicit, sell, or take orders for goods and services and to distribute

commercial printed matter; and

WHEREAS. those citizens have expressed concerns that such solicitations result in

crmnal actrvit\ (including buralar and fraud and disturb the pri acv f their huines and

WHEREAS, the city council helie\es that establishing a registration program for those

home solicitors will protect the citizens against criminal activity (including, but not limited to,

burglary and fraud), minimize the unwelcome disturbance of citizens and the disruption of their

pri ac. and other ise preser c the publiL health, afetv. and w elfare: anu
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WHEREAS. the citY council believes it is in the interest of the public health. safety, and

welfare to prohibit persons convicted of certain crimes from being home solicitors in the city of

Dallas; and

WHEREAS, the city council, in accordance with Chapter 53 of the Texas Occupations

Code, has considered the following criteria:

(1) the nature and seriousness of the crimes

(2) the relationship of the crimes to the purposes for requiring a certificate of

registration to engage in the occupation;

(3) the extent to which a certificate of registration might offer an opportunity to

engage in further criminal activity of the same type as that in which the person previously has

been in\olved: and

(4) the relationship of the crimes to the ability, capacity. or fitness required to

perform the duties and discharge the responsibilities of the registered occupation; and has

determined that the crimes listed in Section 429(a)(2) of CHAPTER 42, SOL1C1TORS,” of the

Dallas City Code, as set forth in this ordinance, are serious crimes that are directly related to the

duties and responsibilities of a home solicitor, whose job is to solicit. sell, and take orders fOr

goods and services, a.nd to distribute comm.erciai printed matter, on residential premises in the

city: and

WHEREAS, the rEv council has determined that the veer nature of the occupation of a

home solicitor brings such a person i.nto constant contact with the public, which gives the person

repeated opportunities to participate in crimes of violence or dishonesty. or crimes against the

pu.biic health, safety. or morals, should the person b so incline.d. and. thus. it is the opinion of’

the city ouncE that the crimes )iste.d in Section 42th(aE2.). a.s set forth in this ordinance, render a
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person unable, incompetent, and unfit to perform4the duties and responsibilities of a home

solicitor in a manner that would promote the public safety and trust: and

WHEREAS. the city council has determined that no person who has been cons icted of a

crime listed in Section 42—9(a)(2). as set forth in this ordinance, is presently fit to engage in home

solicitation in the city until the respective time periods designated in that section have expired.

and. thus. should be disqualified from being issued a certificate of registration as a home solicitor

until the expiration of those time periods: Now. Therefbre.

BE iT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That CHAPTER 42. ‘SOLIClTORS” of the Dallas Cit Code, as

amended. is amended to read as follows:

hCHAPTER 42

HOME SOLICITATIONS [SOLICITORSJ

RTlCLE I.

GENERAL [SERVEDi.

SEC. 424. PURPOSE [8Ec424THRU44-2-RESERVEDI,

Tiic nurnoc tbi ‘banrr is nrt&r AruncI -rm1n2l T1 Ir i’ ,- *

.

]mited to, hurglar\ ind_fraud, to minimize the_unnelcome disturbance of_Lmzens 4pLthe
t hliealth. afetx. ane itareb

SEC. 422, DEFINITIONS,

iter

AGENT means an person emploed bxor ontractingwithahome
solicitor.

çERTiFICTTE OF REGISTRTTION or REGIS [RATION means a
cerOlicate of ranistratlori issued to a voire soacitor_undLr this c[apter
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(3) Lmeans the chief of olice for thct’ofDaI1asored

entatie.

4) COMMERCIAL PRINThD MATTER means

__________

ertjsesfornmedjseroductcominoditvor
servicer

ects attention toabusmess or commercial estabiisent or other

ects attention to or advertises ameetin erfoance
bitionoreentforwhjchanadmjssjonfeejscharedfortheuoseofrjvateajnor
nless an admission fee is char ed ora collection is takenu at the meetin erfance
exhibjjjopr

(D) çontahrrnreaçjpg

es or fOr the jri ate bnefit_angajn of aperson so eigagçd as the advertiser or
distributor,

jLQNyIC HON means a conviction in a federal courtot a court of any
state or forei nation or political subdivision f a state or foreign nation that has not been
re’ ers acaterpardone1

DISTRIBUI ION means

fj to hand or atrnpIjo hand commercial prmted matter to an oyçr
orqççant of a residcntialjpçpises or to another pson thcpresent on the rdential
pm1ses,oi

(S) UCMJZ SQL IC ilAf ION naii f socitma dllirg, o
takingpçrs fogods or sen ices or distributing commercial pnted matter by gojgponeor
more rcçptia1 re’iises in
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and cx irationda the rçglstr nt’s ceificate of
registration: and

ase “Home Soljcitor Re istered under Cha ter 42 of the
Dallas yCoor jjl4fjan aearoejhe chief

SONanjndj\jdualcooratjontstanershiassociation
oran lealentit,

rçgjstration asa
home

__

JAL PREMES means an dwellin house bfldin or other

d e1lig house, kfldin or other
structure,

j4 SERVICFS means anjyprk done for the benefit of another person

HOfflTYOF CHIEF.

Ilichiefshalli,pieent and enforce this chapter d rnb1 written oider establish
uchrulesgpJations iproceduies nut irmonsistent with this hatcr as the chiet determines

are ncce_sa to_dischgeyt undcro1t2ffectthc olic1f thi, c4pter.

24. DELI7E OF NOTICES.

pywritten notice that the chief is rçqrcdf icntor rçgstrant under this
hapfçr 1 deerred to be delivered

t
j pg rproi ii addresd o piant rcgrant the addrcpr ided f
thc applicant o rçg1 trant in tic most recent rçgfration application

25,T1OLATIONs PENALTY

f person who 1olatespjp sionofthischppfeipp is ho fails to perform an act
irdli i t a
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Ltem laced de osited or distributed identialremisesjn

ation of this cha ter; and

fiL_ ech resdcntial premises to x hichahome solicitation is conducted in
iationofthischater.

An offense under this chpçr ipunishable byfine of not more than QQ

is ovemedb Section 1-5A of this code

(b) arcjditiooy_er
state la

SEC 42-6. PRESUMPTION QF DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL
PRINTED MATTER.

Whenever commercial p ted fterispçç deposited, distr or caused tobe
distributed, in ‘iolation of this chpter. it

the commercial rinted matter is the erson who committed the violation either
pcilyorthrogan agçt.

RTICLE II 11-aI

RF GISIR4IION OF HOME SOLICITORS IRESERVFDI

SEC 42-7. REGIS1 RA I IO QRED DEFENSES
1RESERVEDj,

çaj pçon cmmits an offense i vthin th it h erson

)

2 e gaç i a F in Ii i a n
fi ate gi ration issued under hi, chptcr or

f_ egagç a home solicitation b actingasan gcnt of another persowho
does not hold a x alid
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the

owner. occupant, or other

representative who sells or
exhibits for sale goods, wares. or
enggçJn the business of buvgellj and dea1jg in the same
rnchnise

delivering newspapers
pursuant to a reguey or contract v ith the owner, occupant lieLersonin control of a
esiçpjalremises.

of
sidential remises owned, leased or controlled by the erson orb the ersons

_thçpç-son wasa çnimenti rit or an
enflpaçjpg notice or other information on the i çhosgs in thpçfQrmppce

of official duties or

— as the Umted States ostal Service or pnvaccopner service
registered with

or apackage to the premises.

LcL Before takig acnforceini nt action under this sLtip thech ai fib lice
officcror ar city cude enfurcernen_officer shall as thpparent of fenders rcasontrfpJn
the residential çmiseso r de 0 siting am. item on the remises The chiefçplice officer,
cit code enforcement officer haIl not issueacitation or make an aest under this seeon

on anyjçsponse
and other circumstaficg ,no defensemSfig itionb is pcsent

EXPIk
ONIRt F ‘ BIIII IA FR CII GES

t l utte p Ii a i ,r th 1- 1 f i F r d d thatj u
—

J c jp1ic io
iv t ncludcth folloxs irg

A) the
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ate anf inco oration or estabiisent of the

business, and

ame address and tele hone number of each erson who wiii
the city for the appi cant

hea11cantjsanindjvjdual:

the

thcne. address, and telephone number fpyjpdividua1 or
çppy for which

çjame address, anjcicp onen who wiH
be conducting a home

the ecedingi2
months, that clearly dçpjçfs the pplicanfs facial features and

_

the appijcants date of birth and driver’s license numbejwith the
of issuance or if the a plicant does not have

card containjpthe pp1cant s ptgph and date of
birth.

£3) The names of other i nnmunities in which the 4ppant has worked as a
name sohcitm m tnepast P mcrth anJf the apf1eare asaraent (1 dific ent comp4ms in
çjttiercommupjties the names of those companies.

of the gçods or services tobe
athertised1offered for sale or delivered p4rt of the home solicitation

ret

L he a t ica jr sc
conduct r re hcitations in the cit

L7 n outline of the method or methods t be used in conductipg the hme
sohutations
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jof that the licenses or ermits rçqiredby this

cçprb state of_federal law for the operatiopof epro2osed businçss

1jQ)jfie is an agent of an individual orcompany fitten roof oi
the applicant’s

jJ)nypther information the chief determines necessarIp the enforcement
and administration of this chapter.

b)
registration fee of $50.

the datjssupce_pn
çpjration the registrant may apply for renewal in the same maer rescribed b
sectionforanewrejstratjon,

from
pc_pcfspn toj ther but both may b_c_cb thercistrarnto_iicf_asan_agçptfor_different

rçgstration term if the chief is notified in accordance with
ctione.

cL I fierapvaterithancip_the
Arnaterial change includes, but is not

limited to,

v her arcoistrantbecuine, pge t for another mdi ideal or e ypny

jìyep_eistrapt terminates an indir idual’s authorjy to serve as the
trant’saent

acpgein the naturç, char ctean_çjuahtx of the gops or semces, or

The chief shall iue a certificate ot rstratin cant mithin ij dy
after reept of thepplication unless any othefollowigppj_es

LU _Thgppjjcant hale4 roidemmiferial
1 t i f ia c al t I jp — i ea r
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Penal Code, as amended;

samended’

Penal Code, as amended;

Penal Code as amended;

(i) criminal homicide as described in Chapter 19 of the Texas

(ij) kidpigs described Texas Penal

in Chapt 21 of the Texas

of the

Code, as amended:
of the Texas Penal

mended:
Chter 30 of the Texas Penal

Texas Penal Code,
the ppiicant

in a home solicitation business:

[p raudas describcd lnCh4pfçi 32of the Texas PLnal c d,
as amenoed, but nh ii the offense nas cornmtted g4nsfpercon V f’srntbealcant
came in contact

or_pqçssion of a weapon m
iolation of Cjpç46 of the Texas Penal Code as amended, orofy cpfajçstateor

federal lanjt only f the iolation ispunishableasafelon undei the applicable lan

iC5 than tno car ha 4de smc he daoi
conviction or the date of release from confinement imposed for the conviction x4hiche er is the
later datej eapijcantras convicted of a misdemeanor offense

es
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(iii) less than flvejçrs elapsed since the date of the last

conviction or the date of release from confinemc ci tconviction. whichever is the later

misdemeanor offense or combination of misdemeanor offenses.

proofofaliççpçjtrçqjred
this code or ançfçiyrdinance or by.de law for lic pcrationofthçprnosed business

c4.L The applicant oran agenjvidialiorcumucihasbççn

the
ation

uired re istration fee has not been aid

licant has failed to comi with or the ro osed business will
violate any applicable

fIf the chief determines that a certif I çgjstiatwnshpuld be denied the
nt.thechiefshallnotifthealicantjn’rjtjnthattheaIjcatioflj5defljedandjnc1ude
in the notice the reason for denial anda_statement informjpg the ppjicant of thejgfppç

ssuigificateofreistration the chief shall also issue thjçgtrnt
pjçntificatiopade At all times the registrant is conductipghome solicitations mthecity the
rçgjstrant shall prominentlv djpiy the identificafion badgç on the rçgjtrant’s clothipgnd
maintain_t” certificate of rçgfation on thc çstrant’sperson The rcgjstrant shall_allow ihc
crtificatc ofçgstration ahe 1dentificapbad e fc cxarnmedu onre ucst the_thief,

officer,_ortheowneçcuppjthçjesidential
scs on whichahome solici tation is hem conducted

fdJ If a regjant’s identification bajgç, ij itilafcck or destro ed the chief shall
ssue istrantaduplicate identification badgçjipon payment ofaSlOdipicatebadç icc

LU a oiat’cn of this odc i anj othcian concemigjcalcr districution
of godsor serviceor the distribution of commercjinted matter b’ the regjtrant or the
regjstrant sagç has occurred, or



29 45 14018P

i ThcchieL hail semi_rn the reg ant by certified mail return receipt requested.
written statement setting forth the reasons for the suspension and notifying the registrant of the
right to ajpeal. A
unless the chief determines

oses of this section an emer encexists if the chief determines that a
iolation has occurred and constitutes an imminent and serious thrcat to the pjblic health or

gfçfy In case of an em_çfgççy,_he chief ma order the registrant or the çgjtrp’s
çpcsentative to correct the violation or cease home solicitations to the extent t

the violation is corrected.

SEC. 4241. REVOCATION.

itL The chief shall revoke a certificate ofjçgffipnif the chief determines that.

(1) e istrantoranaent of the re istrant. individuall’or cu ci
j2cçncoitçdip_y_çpurtof twox iolations

sale or
a l2month period abe fact that a conviction is bcjllg ppcled has no effecrij

rnisleadin_g information of a material
nature or has withheld material information on the appcation urn any_hear1g concernigjrhe
appegtion orgistration

f the rc1strafl Lara’nt r’t the icgstra.1t_ha teat all wno .in
ipllcd_4linseet1on the chi the _çhiefs authorized cpfçsentatrieor_py
prcentativc_Qf another dçpent who has the aify_ nspcct thç_çgjstrant and the
businessreor

L4 a cause for supçpion under Section 42 1
i b r r co ii i Fe jic ‘ r s

1 1

(J if the hief r ke a eitifeat trcg1stratior the fee alrad tot the
registration will be forfeited. A jerson whose certififç_çfrçgiration_has been revoked under

the
date the revocation took effc_çççp that Jf the chief determines that the basis for the

in F ed Fepr
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SEC. 42-12, APPEALS.

If the chief denies issuance or renewal of a certificate of
is fipa niess the applicant or registrant files an

96of this code

ARTICLE IlL

MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS FOR HOME SOLICITATIONS.

[S4—DEfINmoNg

respeeti.e ribed4e4hffi-b4hseen-?

MNEni€4 Sntuthua4ay-ar any state

-GONgMER-an -aequires--nr
hcusehoIdpuoses

Ee> asaIe& 4ca&rsaet+e+rjn hen&-mere
E*4ht par res

fd} I4OM OI4C4TAT4ON

6ep€rso by

rnarehai+ a+fhe arparanir nr-by 4r4€phene —A 4arwe-araheitatanr aran&ac hl41haa
a

pUYnt V V

fe MRHA n&a-par4& a±enurne 4rans *other than aanranw+

—PERSONaneaafr
therlegalentit
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SEC. 42-13 TIME 4ND MANNER FOR CONDUCTING HOME
SOLICITATIONS [PERMITTED ONLY DURING CERTAIN
HOURSI.

(a) A person commits an offense if the person conducts or attempts to conduct (either
personall or through an agent) [shall not go upon any residential premises and ring the doorbell.
of-rap-or knock upon-the do--u--or-reate-ansou4-hr-a-maneak&e4-+o--attraetthe-atteftti
of the occupant of the residence for the purpose of engaging in or attempting to engage ml a
home solicitation at a residential premises [tfansae-ti-on]:

(1) before 9:00 a.m. or after [3-dmiiutes—-fe41whg] sunset of any day,
Monday through Saturday: [Of]

(2) at any time on a Sundayp

(3) at any time on [:] New Year’s Day. Martin Luther Kma. Jr. Da’.
4th), Labor

Day. Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, or Christmas Day.

(b) Subsection a) that the [sha43—ne--applo—a]
visit to the residential premises was the [as—a] result of a request or an appointment made by the
o ncr or occupant.

on a S unda’.,

4)J In this section ‘sunset” means the time of da pub1ihed on the w eather page of
the it15 Mornin ew [0 €i-d pof4he-eirJ as the time for sunset on that day in the

çj at the Iront 01 rndineraranLe to
the residentia msed shall ogam access to the front or main entrance by usm he
side’a alks and nai ed road the entrance It isadefçnse to osecunon under this

another_loesnonor
manner of access for the home solicitation.

)_home solicitor commits an offense if he uses an adhesie matenal. or other
ial that ma cause damaetoadoor or ro ett. when laci de ositin.or distributin

commercial printed matter on resider frI oremises
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defense to prosecution under this subsection that [ie&s] the visit w [i-s] the result of a
request or an appointment made by the owner or occupant or that the particular commercial
pnted matter was left on the premises with the express consent of the owner or occupant.

(c) A [No] person commits an offense if the person. either personally or through an
agent. engages [shall go upon any residential premises and ring the doorbell, or rap or knock
upon the door or create any sound in a manner—calculated to attract the attention of the oeeupaftt

in or
attempts [a-ttemptig] to engage in a home solicitation at a residential premises [tra-nsaeti-e-n] if a

[card as described in Subsection (a) above] is exhibited on the premises in accordance with
Subsection (a). It is a defense to prosecution under this subsection that [aepieueos-pl-aee-upe
or near the main entrance to the residence, unless] the visit was [i-s] the result of a request or an
appointment made by the owner or occupant of the residential premises or that the particular
commercial printed matter was left on the premises with the express consent of the owner or
nt.

(d) A [No] person commits an offense if the person [. other than the occupant of the
resr4enee—sha14] removes, defaces, or renders illegible[] a jg [eard] placed by the owner or
occupant pjqsidential remises in accordance with [pui’siiont—to] Subsection (a) of this section
[above], it is a defense tpprosecution under this subsection that the person was the owner or
ant ofe remises or an aoent of the ownerr occu ant,

(e) Any home solicitor [mereha+ who has gained entrance to a residenjpremises
reIUenej or an auGleoLe x it1 the ox nu or occunant a hethel in\ ned oi not ha]1 imn,cdianJ
depart from the premises without disturbing the owner or occupant further when requested to
leave by the owner or occupant.

SEC. 4245. RECORDS

home solicitations in the city shall
ntai records c1taining:

yngmesaddressesid(glephone numbers Il ersnsthe_regjstrant
fl +a

LL eauhagentdythcfbirth md ve.r’ s license number (with the state of
issuanceLif the agçpt does not have a driver’s license, the number from anothefrgovemment
frsueersc&Jdenti fication card conta inmu the e t’s thoo hand dare of birth: and

the dates. times, and locations of each home soIicitjonconctedthe
gjstrant or the registrant’s agent in the city.

Rdsre.uiredlvSubsenusthe1uaintaiIiedb-’thtfo1’at
least one year and must be made available for examnationbvthechet. any police officer, or
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[SEC. 42 22. EXEMPTION.

A person holding a charitable solicitation permit pursuant to the provisions of Article I of
this chapter. while engaging in the charitable solicitation authorized, shall he exempted from the
provisions of this article.]”

SECTION 2, That CHAPTER 42 of the Dallas City Code, as amended. will remain in

full force and effect, save and except as amended by this ordinance. Any proceeding. civil or

criminal, based upon events that occurred prior to the effective date of this ordinance are saved,

and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 3. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are

governed by Section 1-4 of CHAPTER 1 of the Dallas City Code, as amended.

SECTION 4. That this ordinance will take effect on April 22, 2014, and it is accordingly

so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

WARREN M. S. ERNST, City Attorney

B
___ ___________________

V

______

•

\ssistant City Attrne’.

Pa

LC DCC ‘5i
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION - LEGAL ADVERTISING

The legal advertisement required for the noted ordinance was published in
the Dallas Morning News, the official newspaper of the city, as required by
law, and the Dallas City Charter, Chapter XVIII, Section 7.

DATE ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL

ORDINANCE NUMBER

JAN 22 2014

DATE PUBLISIIED
AN 25 2014

T1FS1FD BY:

4/


